Seeking “Old Business” Discussion of Ramboll Digester Water Supply Engineering
Engagement

Ed Crumb <ecrumb@bjcjsb.onmicrosoft.com>
Mon 9/11/2023 9:29 AM

To:George Kolba, Jr. <gkolba@live.com>;Stephen Andrew <randrew0628@hotmail.com>;Christopher
Papastrat <cpapastrat1@gmail.com>;Bruce King <Flushed499@gmail.com>;Ronald B. Lake, P.E.
<rblake@cityofbinghamton.gov>

Cc:Elliott Wagner <ewagner@bjcwwtp.onmicrosoft.com>;Ron Warwick
<rwarwick@bjcwwtp.onmicrosoft.com>;Howard Reeve <hreeve@bjcwwtp.onmicrosoft.com>;Jim Ross
<jross@bjcwwtp.onmicrosoft.com>;Billie Goodson <bgoodson@bjcwwtp.onmicrosoft.com>;Michele Cuevas
<mcuevas@bjcwwtp.onmicrosoft.com>;Alfred Paniccia, Jr. <apaniccia@PanicciaLawOffice.com>

I 2 attachments (415 KB)

Ramboll-MicroturbinePipingEvaluationAgreement-signed230726.pdf;
220912[bobvila.com]TheOneDrawbackOfPEXpipeEvenPlumbersDidn'tSeeComing.pdf;

George/All: The Ramboll Agreement, e-copy attached, is an item I would like there to be a discussion
about during Tuesday’s meeting. (I believe that this would be an Old Business item: Tuesday will be
seven weeks since you signed this agreement).

Last Wednesday, Superintendent Wagner showed Construction Committee Chair Steve Andrew and me a
section of PEX piping with apparent sawcut damage that had been removed from service during recent
repairs to the underground water supply line to the Digester Complex. He said he intends to bring this
piece of piping to Tuesday’s Board Meeting to show Board Members. He also mentioned that water
supply piping in the area where water was found to be leaking was discovered to have been wrapped in
multiple layers of duct tape before being buried/covered over during construction.

I am concerned that there is an apparent lack of progress by Ramboll on its engineering engagement. If
other segments of PEX piping are similarly damaged and improperly “patched”, the Digester Complex
water supply line could be akin to a potential “time bomb” which puts JSTP operations at risk. Winter is
coming, so this is not a matter that should languish IMO.

Upon obtaining the attached e-copy of the Ramboll Agreement from our Business Manager, I find that a
form letter summary proposal prepared by Ramboll, with no stated deliverable due date for Ramboll’s
“Task 1” services, was used as the basis for this engagement rather than the Standard Form Agreement
for Professional Services developed by Al Paniccia, Esq. (I would be surprised to learn that Al reviewed
the Ramboll Agreement before it was signed [as required under Section 9 of our Procurement Policy]).

The Scope of Services in the Ramboll Agreement does not include evaluating use of treated JSTP effluent
“Plant water” for cooling the microturbines (i.e., instead of potable water purchased from the public
water supply). As has been reported to us on prior occasions, Plant employees have not been able to
operate all existing microturbine units simultaneously to co-generate electricity due to insufficient
cooling water supply, thus resulting in less than potential peak electric power being co-generated.

At a minimum, I believe that the Scope of Services in the Ramboll Agreement should be amended to
include evaluating use of treated JSTP effluent “Plant water” for cooling the microturbines (i.e., instead
of, or in addition to, potable water). There also should be a time limit established for Ramboll to furnish
its report to the Board. (We should also clarify with Ramboll that there are no follow-on services covered
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by this agreement for a preliminary engineering report — my understanding is that we were seeking
Ramboll’s report in order to be able to pursue potential grant funding [in which case any agreement for
further services would be subject to terms and conditions required under the grant program, which may
require certain terms to be included in and/or documents to be attached to contract(s) to which grant
funding is underwriting]). Thank you, /s/ Ed

EDWARD CRUMB, Binghamton, New York
ecrumb@bjcjsb.onmicrosoft.com
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The One Drawback of PEX Pipe Even Plumbers
Didn't See Coming

PEX—the plumbing material of choice for remodels and retrofits—has a secret weakness that

puts it at risk of damage.

By Glenda Taylor | Updated Sep 12, 2022 5:14 PM @ o o ®
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For both new construction and remodeling projects, installing a cross-linked
polyethylene (PEX) water-supply system is attractive to builders and homeowners
alike. Deciding factors for choosing between the two most common water-supply
materials, PEX and copper, include ease of installation and cost. Installing PEX can
save as much as 60 percent on project costs, and, unlike copper, PEX tubing is
flexible and can be fished through existing wall spaces, reducing the scope of a

retrofit project.

While PEX comes with convincing reasons for choosing it over copper, it also
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comes with a hidden downside: Rodents seem to find the plastic-based tubing
irresistible. Keep reading to find out why this is a problem, and what you should do

to prevent damage to a PEX water-supply system.

The Problem With Pex Tubing

Mice and rats will chew through anything they can, including plastic, so PEX tubing
is at just as much risk as the plastic-coated wiring in a car or an HVAC unit. While
all rodent damage can be expensive, if rodents chew through a home's PEX water
pipes, the result can be disastrous. Water and building materials do not mix, and
the pressure inherent in water-supply lines can quickly flood a large area of the

home, leading to costly repairs.
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